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The War to End All Wars - a Remembrance 
By Town ofWebb Historian Peg Masters 

Less than a month after President Woodrow Wilson declared war with Germany on April 6, 1917, several hundred 
citizens in the Town of Webb held a patriotic parade in Old Forge and gathered at the "busy corner" to raise an 
American flag up the newly constructed flagpole. According to an old newspaper clipping at the Town of Webb 
Historical Association, students from Old Forge, Fulton Chain, and Minnowbrook marched in the parade and music 
was provided by the Boonville Band. Dr. Robert S. Lindsay served as Master of Ceremonies and the patriotic 
addresses were applauded heartily by the spectators. 

America had finally entered the Great War that had been raging in Europe since 1914. The declaration, 
compounded by the Spanish influenza pandemic of 1918, affected nearly every household across the country. More 
than 23 million men were drafted by the selective service law. The regular army grew exponentially from 127,000 
soldiers in April of 1917 to nearly 4 million men in army uniforms on Armistice Day - November 11, 1918. Tens of 
thousands more participated ill the Navy, Marine Corp and National Guard. The Great War claimed 67 ,813 American 
lives. Another 206,846 were listed as wounded or missing in action. 

While dozens of native sons and woodsmen were called to serve from Webb, some did not wait to be drafted: 
Harold Bissell & John McEdward of Big Moose, William Brack, Robert N. Lindsay, Leon Goodbout, Frank Yule, 
Robert Goodsell, Walter Miller, William S. Ball, Phil Burdick, Clarence Perkins of Old Forge, Thomas Carral & 
Henry Brack of McKeever, Felix Spakowski ofWoods Lake - all enlisted within the first months following the 
declaration of war. ' 

Alexander Landry was drafted while working as a lumberman for Leon Kelly at Brandreth Lake. He died ill 
France October 19, 1918 and is buried in the Meuse-Argonne American Cemetery near Verdun. This cemetery, the 
largest American military cemetery in all of Europe, contains the burial markers 
for 14,246 World War I soldiers - nearly 5,000 more graves than in the World 
War II cemetery at Normandy. 

William E. Covey of Twitchell Lake left for the war in September 1917 with 
the first contingent of soldiers from Herkimer County. At Camp Devens, he was 
made a Corporal of Company B, 301st Supply Train, 76th Division, then sent 
overseas and stationed at St. Amand until after the armistice. While waiting to be 
shipped bad home at Le Havre, he contracted the Spanish influenza and died of 
pneumonia along with thirty-four other men from his company. Sending their 
bodies home in those days was not an option and all were buried in the American 
military cemetery at Le Havre. . 

In 1919, State-Historian Patrick Sullivan sent a request to all NYS historians to 
submit their local community 's World War I history to the state archives in 
Albany. Copies ofthe reports sent by Webb's historian Lou Garmon Powell have 
recently been obtained and are now on file at the Goodsell Museum. A number of 
US Service men gassed, wounded or incapacitated to some degree by the war, 
came to Old Forge for recuperation and rest. According to Powell, many of these 
men were sent from Syracuse by the US Public Health Department and included: 
Arthur 1. Tickner, Ernest 1. Hauptli, Stephen Welychko, Stephen Bazyliv, and 
Bernard Hemmer. With the assistance ofAmerican Legion Post #893, our 
Historical is currently compiling additional biographies and photographs of all our 
local veterans to add to our vertical illes. Further information on Webb Veterans .from World War I, the Spanish 
influenza, and how to submit veteran histories is available on our-website at www.webbhistcry.org. 

In Memory ofCpl. William E. 
Covey from Twitchell Lake who 
died in France December 3, 1918 
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Items Available in our Gift Shop 

Books 
•	 OLD FORGE - GATEWAY 

TO THE ADIRONDACKS - $19.99 
• ADIRONDACK LAKES - $26.99 
• BREAKING TRAIL-$19.49 
• ADIRONDACK FIRE TOWERS - $20.00 
•	 NIGHT OF DISASTER The New York 

Central Gulf Curve Wreck - $11.95 
• HERKIMER COUNTY AT 200 - $30.00 

Other Items 
• 2004 Collector Ornament-The Strand $10 
• 2005 Collector Ornament-TOW School $10 
•	 Poster-The Narrows by 

Bernard Hernmer-$50.00 

All items are subject to sales tax-shipping is available 
in time for the Holiday Season 

Above is a picture of the 2006 Collector 
Ornament featuring the Town ofWebb 
School as it looked circa 1940 

Key Club Helps 
the Museum Committee 

On Sunday, October 30, 2005, several 
members of the Key Club under the guid­
ance ofMr. Mark Johnston, helped the 
Museum Committee dismantle the Law 
Enforcement exhibit including the 1905 
jail cell in preparation for the new exhibit. 
In addition, the Key Club helped organize 
postcards, package picture frames, clean 
artifacts and the basement. The Historical 
Association sincerely appreciates their 
community service spirit and help. 

Roundtable Remembrance 

Three roundtables were held over the summer. We 
would like to thank all who came and shared their 
stories. Audio tapes were made and are being 
transcribed along with notes from the staff 

Plans are being made to continue this program. 
Watch the newspaper for dates or call the office to 
have your name put on a list for personal notification. 

Education 

Joan Armstrong, volunteer education coordinator, has 
developed a Children's Museum Guide to be used by 
visitors to the Goodsell Memorial Home Museum. 
Eileen Fay, our Herkimer County Summer Youth 
Bureau student carefully and artistically transformed 
Joan's. notes to the computer. We hope to have the 
booklet available for summer visitors. 

I Building and Grounds Update I 
As of the writing of this newsletter, a preliminary copy 
of the Conditions Report from the office of Crawford 
and Steams has been received. This report was made 
possible thanks to a grant from the John E. Streb 
Preservation Fund of the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation. The committee is reviewing the findings 
and will take all recommendations under advisement. 
There' were no surprises. The committee will be 
addressing the needs of the ice house, carriage bam 
and home museum in the near future. 

In addition, the Mid-State Crew from Marcy 
Correctional Facility returned this fall to work on 
several projects helping to organize the basement, 
wash windows, rake leaves, and winterize the 
buildings and property. 
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2005 Membership of the Town of Webb Historical Association 

Household continued 
Donald and Doris Riedel 
Joseph and Bette Rintrona 
Bill and Carol Rivet 
Gene and Beth Ann Russell 
Patrick and Karen Russell 
Charles and Carol Saylor 
Dudley and Elizabeth Schneider 
Raymond and Nancy Schoeberlein 
Theodore T. and Gladys M . Seiter 
Craig and Lourdes Smith 
George and Madelyn Spoil 
Nicholas and Joan Spring 
Louis and Mary Steigerwald 
Allen and Lorraine Stripp 
Richard and Arlene Schenck 
Robert and Loretta Thayer 
Roy and Catherine Therson 
George Tompkins 
Fred and Carolyn Trimbach 
Greg Troup and Robin Finch 
Walter and Abbie Truax 
Carol and Joyce Turner 
Jim and Margaret Vandelinder 
Bill and Joan Ward 
Robert and Louise Watson 
Mark and Susan Webster 
Edgar and Janet Weidman 
William and Judith Wengert 
Bob and Carol Wheeler 
Joseph and Eunice Whittlesey 
Gertrude and Kristina Wikander 
Michael and Ellen Wilcox 
Fred T. Wilcox ill 
Dick and Jean Williams 
John and Mary Williams 
The Wins lows 
Albert and Izzie Worthen 

David Winslow 
William and Mary Jane York 

Patron Sponsor 
Steven and Barbara Armington 
Mark and Jane Barlow 
Jerome and Terri Britton 
Alfred and Susan Brunner 
Christy's Motel 
Ronald DeBree 
Mr . & Mrs. George Ewing 
James and Judy Foley 
Louis and Anne Garbarino 
Gerald and Louise Griffith 
Philip J. Hardy 
James B. and Judy Herron 
Michael and Barbara Higgins 
John and Catherine Huther 
Wanda Martin 
Marianne McDonough 
The Old Mill Restaurant 
George and Marion Oswald 
Carl and Eleanor Overstrom 
F. Eugene and Loretta Romano 
Robert and Maureen L. VanSlyke 

Bwiness Sponsor 
Adirondack Bank
 
Adirondack River Outfitters, Inc.
 
Artworks (The)
 
Bob 's Painting & Staining
 
Candy Cottage
 
Community Bank, NA
 
Camp Danmark, Inc.
 
Mark Hannah Contracting
 
Keyes Pancake House
 
Moore and Hart CPA's
 
Nineteenth Green Motel
 
Old Forge Cruise Line Inc.
 
Old Forge Dept. Store (Ace Hardware)
 
Northeastern Loggers Association
 
Steak House Restaurant
 
Sunset Nursing & Rehabilitation Center Inc.
 
Timrn Assoc. Inc. 
Waldbeirn 
Waters Edge Inn& Conference Center 

Business Gold 
Adirondack Homes & Real Estate 
Enchanted Forest/Water Safari 
Helmer's Fuel & Trucking 
Old Forge Hardware & Furniture Co . Inc. 
George J Villiere Esq. Law Office 
Wilderness Interiors 

Charter-Lifetime Member 
Adirondack League Club 
Ray and Marcia Alcuri 
Ben and Lorraine Alexander Jr 
Elizabeth Ayer ' . 
Patricia Ballard 
Dave and Marcia Barker 
Barney and Betty Barnum 
Hamilton Biggar, Jr. 
Marge Bonnett 
Albert and Linda Bostwick Jr. 
Geraldine Brodock 
Cecelia Buckley 
Bob Card and Helen Zyrna 
Sally Childs 
Ronald Christensen, Jr. 
John Clifford 
Rosemary D. Coffey 
Linda Cohen 
Sarah Cohen 
Sandra Collard 
Mr. & Mrs . Thad P. Collum 
Stewart and Margaret Dall 
Marie Davies 
Ed and Mary Diamond 
Mrs . LarwrenceDoering 
John W. and Lucy Douglas 
Philip and Isabel Ellsworth 
Janet B. Fedder 
Betty Fenton 
Peter Fems Jr. 
Dr. & Mrs . Saul Finer 
Marie Flo 
Foley 's Lumber & Hardware 
Floyd and Louisa Garrett 
James Gies 

. . " Mrs . Ronald Goldstone 
Elizabeth Gray 
Mary Greene 
Elizabeth Hart 
Frances Havinga 
Keith and Gretchen Hollister 
Paul and Sallie Holmes 

Charter-Lifetime Member continued 
Orner and Rosemary Hudon 
Hank Kasbiwa, Jr. 
Miriam Kasbiwa 
Charles and June Kiefer 
Mrs . Wyatt Lawson 
Frank Lesure 
Dr. Richard W. Lindsay 
Ruth Lindsay 
Bob and Liz Martin 
Doug and Margaret Masters 
George and Lorraine Mitchell 
Richard and Carol Morrison 
Richard and Diane Nadeau 
Faith Norton 
Jan O'Connor 
O. F. Volunteer Fire Dept.
 
Dr. and.Mrs. William N . Rotton
 
Fredrick and Sue Russell
 
Lloyd and Jayne Schafer
 
Dorothy Sponable
 
Kenneth Sprague
 
Edward and Heather Stafford
 
Stephen and Susan Vekasy
 
Paul and Florence VilJiere
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

Our membership year runs January-December 

Please consider agift membership for family 
or friends. We encourage you to spread the 
word of our work and goals at the Town of 
Webb Historical Association. 

Our Thanks to Edie Morcy 
Edie Morey, long-time community member and 
Adirondack guide, passed away at the age of 101 
on September 26,2004. Unknown to most 
people, Edie had a large estate when she died. 
The Town of Webb Historical Association is 
grateful that Edie planned ahead and included us 
in those plans along with several other organiza­
tions and individuals in the community that were 
dear to her heart and worthy ofher support. Her 
generosity will build our endowment or balance 
our budget or help us with some special projects. 
Her gift will be long remembered. 

Ifyou are able to consider a gift as part ofyour 
estate, the Town of Webb Historical Association 
Finance Committee would be happy to 
discuss this with you. Please call 369-3838. 


